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“LADY SINGS THE BLUES’

BILLIE HOLIDAY

6] ADY Sings the Blues,” which is of course the title of this

album, happens also to be the title of an important book in
the jazz field — Billic Holiday’s autobiography in which Lady Day
does sing the blucs, sings them honesdy and without self-pity. It
would have to be that way in print since there’s litle appreciable
difference between Lady Day in print and Lady Day on record
What is there is there — and nothing is held back. “If you find a
tune and it's got something to do with you, you don't have to
‘evolve anything,” Miss Holiday has written. “You just feel it and
when you sing it, other people can feel something, t0o.” Well, that
just about sums it up. With the selections in this album, as in the
others that have preceded it, Mis Holiday sings it — and it is there
for anyone to feel. There are the somewhat pleasant tunes, “Too

wrote back in 1937, and the Jimmy Van Heusen-Mercer song.

The tunes are:

The personnel on Side “A” and the first two tunes on Side “B”
is: Wynton Kelly, piano; Kenny Burrell, guatar; Aaron Bell, bass;
Leonard Browne, drums: Charlie Shavers, trumpet; Paul Quini-
Anthony Sciacca, clarinet.

chette, tenor saxophone

Coner Phote by Herman Losnard.

Thought About You.” But mostly, with Billic, it is the blues in this
album — the titke song, to begin with, her own immensely touching
“God Bless the Child,” and the heart-wrenching “Strange Fruit.”
The same sentiment is expresed along more commercial lines with
“Love Me or Leave Me” and “Willow Weep for Me” and, with a
sharp strain of irony, in “Travlin' Light" and “Good Moming
Heartache” (whose title is in itself an ironic juxtapasition of

Billic Holiday, as everyone knows by now, has led a tom and
tattered life — all of this is revealed candidly in her autobiography.
But the fact is, the printed word can explore only so many suble-
ties of human experience. For the rest — well, when Lady sings the
blues on record, singing with everything that is in her, the subtle-
ties are there. They are all there

The personnel on the last four tnes on Side “B” is: Bobby
Tucker, piano; Baney Kessel, guitar; Red Callender, bass; Chico
Hamilion, drums; Willie Smith, alto saxophone- Harry Edison,
trumpet.
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The tunes are:

1. LADY SINGS THE BLUES 3:45 7. GOD BLESS THE CHILD 3:57
(Billie Holiday-Herbie Nichols) (Billie Holiday-Arthur Herzog, Jr.)

2. TRAV’LIN’ LIGHT 3:08 8. GOOD MORNING HEARTACHE 3:27
(James Mundy-Johnny Mercer-James Oliver) (Irene Higginbotham-Ervin Drake-Dan Fisher)

3. | MUST HAVE THAT MAN 3:03 9. LOVE ME OR LEAVE ME 2:33
(Jimmy McHugh-Dorothy Fields (Walter Donaldson-Gus Kahn)

4. SOME OTHER SPRING 3:35 10. TOO MARVELOUS FOR WORDS 2:11
(Arthur Herzog, Jr.) (Johnny Mercer-Richard Whiting)

5. STRANGE FRUIT 3:02 11. WILLOW WEEP FOR ME 3:06
(Lewis Allan) (Ann Ronell)

6. NO GOOD MAN 3:18 12. | THOUGHT ABOUT YOU 2:46
(Irene Higginbotham-Dan Fisher-Sammy Gallop) (Jimmy Van Heusen-Johnny Mercer)
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